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[bookmark: _GoBack]A history of university unionism  at PSAC
Approximately fifty activists, employees and members of the Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) met Wednesday evening (2 March) for the launch of a pamphlet on the history of the unionization of Quebec universities: Changing course: University unions and PSAC- A look back.
PSAC has invested resources and energy during the past few years in the unionization of the university sector, mainly made up of atypical workers.  « Many saw a path strewn with obstacles and difficulties, but students, activists and employees of PSAC-Quebec could see opportunities. », states regional executive  vice-president, Jérôme Turcq, in the preface.

« The university sector is mostly made up of young people and students.  It moves excessively fast, which is problematic with regards to the transmission of collective memory.  We felt it was time to produce a document  which would lay the foundation of this unionism history at PSAC, according to Alexandre Leduc, the author of the pamphlet, in an interview with l’aut’journal.  People are just passing through.  It is a sector on the move, that’s also what makes it dynamic! » 
The document is first and foremost a teaching tool for new members.  It paints a portrait of the situation with regards to the unionism of working students in the United States and in Canada and details the unionism campaigns led by PSAC in Quebec.
PSAC doubled its membership in five years and now represents 20 000 workers in Quebec universities.  It is present in the majority of the large universities in Quebec, such as UQÀM, Université Laval, Université de Montréal, Université de Sherbrooke, McGill and Concordia.
(Read the pamphlet at: http://amuremcgill.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/correction-syndicale-anglais-corr.pdf)


